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Event & Information Web sites

Nebraska events and news:
www.mitaonline .org

lowa events & news:
www.iowatraders.com

Kansas City events & news
www.itckc.org

Minnesota events & news
www.mgta.org

South Dakota events & news
www.sd-exports.org

North Dakota events & news
www.exportnd.com
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June International Trade Index Shows Signs Of Weakening

Tune new export orders and
imports slowed, according to
the Heartland International
Business Index (HIBI) survey
of supply managers.

Tune exports grew more
slowly at 54.5 compared to
May’s sizzling 61.5, while
mmports slowed to 57.5, down
from May’s 65.8.

“This was the largest one-
month decline experienced
over the past 5 years,” said
Professor Ernie Goss of
Creighton University, who
tracks the index for ibNEW'S.
“Interest rate hikes by nations
across the globe appear to be
slowing economic activity.”

Nonetheless, exports for the
first 6 months of 2006 out-
stripped 2005 export growth
with an average growth rate of
56.8 compared to 54.5 during
the first 6 months of 2005.

Nationally, June new export

orders slipped to 55.4, down
shghtly from May’s 55.7. June
imports mirrored May’s 56.5

Export leaders in June included
furniture, paper, transportation
& equipment, food, industrial
and commercial equipment and
computers, chemicals, instru-
ments & photo equipment, and
electronic components & equip-
ment, among others.

The ibNEWS index is the only
real-time economic indicator of
international trade activity in the
Heartland, measuring changes
in exports and imports for the 9
states of Minnesota, Towa,
North & South Dakota, Ne-
braska, Kansas, Missouri, Okla-
homa and Arkansas.
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Heartland
Exports 2006 2005

June 545 51.7
May 61.5 556
April 592 536
March 56.6 530
February 52.0 553
Janvary  57.2 581

China Ambassador Promises Stronger Domestic Demand

In order to shore up demand
tor U.S. exporters and help
rectify our trade imbalance

with China, Ambassador Zhou
Wenzhong cited China’s prior-
ity to shift its policy from ex-

ports to imports by boosting
domestic demand for foreign
made products.

His remarks came during

the recent Kansas City World
Trade Center, U.S. Chamber
of Commerce

Trade Roots program,

“China Business 2006.”

held at the Kansas City head-
quarters of the

Cerner Corporation.

Ambassador Zhou said that

a key to this policy was China’s
growing per capita annual n-
come of US$ 1,000; the changing
perception of China by the U.S.
as constructive partners; and
China’s involvement m “hard,
regional issues,” such as Iran and
North Korea, as China grows into
a regional and world power.






