Mar-Apr., 2007
Pe 1

IbBNEWS:

international business news
from the heartland

Arkansas, lowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma, North & South Dakota

Vol. 4 No. 2

Content
1. Heartland Index

While January Heartland exports
shot up, February and March
new export orders grew much
slower. resulting ina 53.1 1Q
index growth in exports. This is
somewhat slower growth than
1Q 2006, 55.3 export index

growth.

2. First National Bank

3. Heartland Five Year
Exports

3. Interview-Setting up

The January '07 export index hit
56.1. then dropped to a slower
51.3 growth in February. and
52.0 growth in March.

Operations in China

4. Sonnenschein

At the same time, Heartland
imports grew somewhat slower
1Q 2007, with an index average
of 55.3, down from 1Q 2006
importindex of 58.6. The 2007
import index hit 55.0 in January.
54.3 in February and 56.5 in
March.

5. Interview—China
Operations , cont'd

6. American Pulverizer
Company

“U.S. economic strength ac-
counted for the 1st quarter rise
in imports,” said Creighton Uni-
versity Economics Chair Ernie
Goss, who tracks the index for
ibNEWS. “"Weakness among USA

7. Credit Card Fraud

8. Interview-cont'd

China Leads trading partners held the export

index to a reading only slightly

10 2007

Exports Jan 56.1
Feb 51.3
Mar 52.0

Imports Jan 55.0
Feb 54.3
Mar 56.5

EXPORT GROWTH.

1sT QUARTER 2007 Enps WITH SLOWER
IMPORTS FoLLOW.

HEARTLAND TRADE INDEX

PRODUCED IN COOPERATION WITH CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY
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above growth neutral.” Growth
neutral is 50.0 - any index
above 50 indicates growth. and
helow 50 reveals no-growth.
Nationally, March new export
orders grew faster in March,
peaking at 55.5 from Febru-
ary's 54.0, while imports grew
slightly more slowly at 57.5
down from Fehruary's explosive
61.5.

1Q 2006

Exports Jan 57.2
Feb 52.0
Mar 56.6

Imports Jan 58.0
Feb 57.3
Mar 60.4

The INDEX is a real-time, leading
economic indicator of monthly
changes in both new export orders
and imports for the 9-state Heart-
land region including Arkansas,
lowa, Kansas. Minnesota, Mis-
souri, Nebraska, Oklahoma, North
and South Dakota.

Heartland Trade
Index
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