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Event & Informa-
tion Web Sites

+ Nebraska events and news:

www.mitaonline org

+ lowa events & news:
www.iowatraders.com

Kansas City events & news
www.itcke.org

Minnesota events & news

Www.m .0l

South Dakota events & news
www .sd-exports.org

+ North Dakota events & news

www exportnd.com

Articles of Interest

1. 2006 Export Trade Index
Improves

2. First National Bank Ad

3. Omaha Company Finds
Success in Taiwan.

4. How to Pursue Your New
Product Idea

5 Taiwan Battles for Recog-
nition

6. ibFLASH

IbBNEWS:

international business news
from the heartland

Arkansas, lowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma, North & South Dakota

Heartland Exports Close Out Year Higher Than 2005

The good news for Heartland
exporters is that new export or-
ders grew faster in 2006to a
monthly average 54.3. while
2005 export growth averaged
53.8.

Imports averaged 57.5in 20086,
down from 58.2in 2005.

“As the dollar continues showing
weakness against foreign curren-
cies, exports may continue to
show faster growth in 2007." said
Creighton University Economics
Chair, Professor Ernie Goss, who
tracks the index for ibNEWS. “This
scenario depends greatly on the
state of world economies as well.
If economic strength grows glob-
ally, we can expect Heartland
exports to grow.”

The year closed out with new
export orders rebounding with
slower growth to 51.3, up from
November's 50.0, according to
the most recent survey of Heart-
land purchasing managers.

Decemberimports jumped to
57.9. up significantly from Nov-

ember's 50.7.

“U.S. economic strength ac-
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The ibINDEX is a real-time. leading
indicator of monthly changes in both
new export orders and imports for
the 9-state region including Arkan-
sas, lowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Mis-
souri, Nebraska, Oklahoma and
North & South Dakota.

The Heartland
Trade ibINDEX™

produced in
cooperation with
Creighton Univer-
sity and sponsored
by First National

Bank
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